ACTIVITY ON BIRTH ANNIVERSERY OF
RT. REV. FORTUNATUS HENRI COUMONT
HELD ON 9" December 2022

Class VIII - X Portrait Making Competition

Winners of Class VIiI

15t Khyati Joshi (V111 D)
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2" Prachi Mulani (V111 A)




34 Purvi Jain (VIII B)

Winners of Class IX

15t Monisha Dadhich (IX B)




2" Kinjal Didwania (IX D)
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34 Komal Rathore (I1X C)




Winners of Class X

15t Kamiya Lekhra (X D)

KAMIYA LEKHRA
14-12-2021

2" Kanan Gupta (X C)
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3'Y Pahal Sodha (X A)

Class XI & XII - Poem Writing Competition

Winners of Class Xl

1%t Aliya Khan (X1 D)
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2" Rajnandini Chauhan (XI D)
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Winners of Class XlI

1%t Prachi Lalwani (XII B)

i the far spng 1220 frst cry

Y land of france
_echoed through cheers of i
inthess sniightened 1. exuberance
Here comes H i s

enri,

the harbinger of equity.
Here comes Henri,
the first bishop of ajmer.
Here comes,
Rev. Bishop Fortunatus Henri Caumont.
Unshackling the chains of misogyny,
effacing the purdah of iniquity,
Sophia was born.
Seek ye true wisdom,
Let the bells of sophia chime
against the muzzle of patriarchy.
Let Father Caumont’s essence
never fade.
Let God enlighten the Bishop's path,
Let his last words be,
Jesus | love you, without reserve.

— Procdii Llosas
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1%t Shalini Mulchandani (XII C)

An accolade to Him
A wind of gratitude is waving

The river of gratitude Is dancing,

exhibiting wonderful styles.

Clouds of commemoration are drifting

You are a relic in our memories

A man of wisdom and valor.

Your foresight laid the foundation for our future

You started building the walls that projected your magical plan‘s picture
Your confidence was willing to leave no stone unturned

You indeed are a founder.

-Shalini Mulchandani
(x11-C)

Poem 4
In Your Remembrance
Dear founder,
living vet,
In deed and thought ,
though years have passed away,
Your name is remembered in these halls to-day.

You planned for those whom you had never known,

And built better even than others knew,

Prosperity was not for you alone,

With high aims and nobler hopes in view
You sought to make the future days our own.




2" Anushka Panwar ( XII C)

Our Founder

Today as we remembered,

Those bright eyes long away passed.

With a vision surpassed,

A zeal that outclassed.

A scroll that was unfurled,

That gave values of seek ye wisdom.

To keep alight the path kindled,

Glowed, nurtured and torched,

By the cross shining on the barren mountain.

-Anushka Panwar

(X11-C)




Class XI & XII -

Winners of Class Xl

1%t Achint Soni (XI B)

Article Writing Competition
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2" Divya Yadav (X1 D)
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3 Ishani Sharma (XI C)
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Winners of Class Xli

1%t Shalini Mulchandani (XII C)
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LR i akas, 1 ”, .’., Man is created to be a vesset into which
goodness, beauty and power

8ishop Henrl Caumon

Our dear Bishop Caumont had st
the Lord. It happened and the
June 1919 when the influx of

truggled all his life. His challenges were many, but his trust was in
Vision of an irreproachable and fearless man came to Iffe. It was on 29
his ideas took its structure and gave birth to our institution- “Sophia”

Bishop Henri Caumont set foot on this soil in 1897, leaving his beloved home land France, he came
to India to alleviate the condition of the people in Rajutana. This dynamic personality had an
affectionate nature with a strong character and an even stronger resolve. When our Father Founder
came to the land of Rajputana, there prevailed a rigid difference between both genders.

The condition of women was distressing. They were married off at a very young age as a child and
they were deprived of imparting education. They drowned in a sea of ignorance and lived 3 dull and
dark life. With careful, far sighted and gradual steps Sophia established itself 2s a school with the
highest ranking in imparting knowledge to female children of all walks of life and belief.

In the year 1911 on April 26 was formed the Congregation of the Mission Sisters of Ajmer under the
guidance of the first bishop of Rajputana Rt. Rev. Fortunatus Henri Caumont dedicating their lives in
the service of humanity.

The initial pi kept as the locals t =d his plans but he stood upright
with a vision that was crystal clear and he proved victorious and fruitful in the name of lesus. His one
aim was “May the cross shine on the free barren mountains.”

Our Founder, Bishop Henri Caumont has been immortalized in and through his sisters and as an
iconic figure he will go down in history as the great man of Jesus who brought the redeeming love of
the Lord to the desert of Rajasthan.

He left the world as a beloved, charismatic, and dynamic leader who has remained in the hearts of
all.

He made life worth living as his sole motive was to give to God till the very end.

-Shalini Mul




2" Manisha Choudhary ( X1 A)

The Rt. Rev He
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Completin

next year iihl’;;;‘,"i.::r:‘it::i;(:;‘damed a priest .on 19 December, 1896 and the

FO“QWIng the resignation of the Fie ':d:,sslon of Rajputana-now called Rajasthan

Betram, the Very Rovereny Fa‘he(r:m‘reh.-cx Apostolic, the Very Reverend Father

27th January, 1903, unat was appointed Prefect Apostolic on
'br;:::‘i' i‘t:eﬁ::ft:;:imer was erected and Monseigneur Fortunat Henri Caumont

= P, the chief in all the strength of the term, for there was in

:nm @ remarkable temperament for leadership made of foresightedness and

irmness.

Finally, after much labour, suffering, opposition, misunderstandings and ridicule,

he established our Congregation namely the Mission Sisters of Ajmer on 267

April, 1911. The early days were full of struggles but Bishop Caumont foresaw that
India’s own had to work for India, and that there was to be no question of giving
up. It took him 10 years to see 14 Mission Sisters, his very own daughters in
Christ, but he was happy. Before he died he hardly saw thirty of them, but he had
won the crown of a gallant Founder of an indigenous Congregation making the
small Diocese of Ajmer a hidden but great cell of the church in India.
A true son of St. Francis of Assisi, he mixed with all types of people-the poor and
rich; the educated and illiterate; the elite and the middle class. When with the
Rawats and Bhils in their villages, he visited each and every home, sat and talked

kindly to them, and played with their children.

In 1918, he sent his first Mission Sister of Ajmer, Sister Mary, to the Medical
College at Indore, Central India. She graduated in 1922 and was sent to the first

3'Y Syeda Saara (XII C)

The Result of Perseverante

Jesus, | love You withoyt reserve, Amen Alleluio,
p
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« INIS dynamic Personality was none other than, our

tunatus Henyi Caumont,

Bi
|shufn Fortunatus Henri Caumont Was b
Monsieur Sahat s Ma:d 0rn at Tours, France on 10t December 1871, to
Rt L i ame Pauline Caumont, Our father founder was ordained
b i ni after.a vear, leaving behind his beloved homeland and a fife of
& ot o e a'j’d of f‘aJDulana, now known as Rajasthan. The experience he had
e 0d had ignited him to share the same love with others. When our father
e set foot o‘n the soil of Rajputana the condition of women was indigent. The
onditions were highly deplorable due to prevailing social customs and prejudices.

Hence, he set his mind to work towards the upliftment of women and liberating this gender
through attaining education. He also empowered them to take their rightful place in society
He founded the congregation of the mission sisters of Ajmer on 26" April 1911. On 28"
October 1913 our founder became the first bishop of Ajmer. He was determined on setting
up an educational institution with the help of his sister, mother Mary Matilda. With an
ambitious mind, the first Sophia school was established on 16" may 1919. It was exclusively
meant for girls. Sophia with its motto, “giving wisdom to little ones” started initially with
two students. For a long period of time, it was known as the pardah school as the girls came
to school in pardah and couldn’t come out in the open without it. On a visit to Jhabua on
horseback, he suffered a massive heart attack and on April 4, 1930, he passed away. His

legacy today is carried on through our sisters.
-Syeda Saara
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3'Y Mitakshara Jain (XII C)
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saintly Holy Father
Bation of the mission sisters of Ajmer on 26™ April, 1911
are of their spiritual growth. In 1913 he was appointed as

He genuinely |
ly loved and greati

R0 s 8 'y concerned about the poor and the women who were
Sotinn @ society and the girls and women who were deprived of their rights. This
e e . personality was a man of vision and he was able to read the sign of times. At

: ime the women of Rajasthan were very much secluded and isolated from the main
s ream»of life, there was no education facilities or any institutions that provided quality
education to girls.

Father then pleaded with the religious of St. Mary of the Angels to help him in coming to
the rescue of the women of Rajasthan and work for the upliftment of women and the poor
His aim was to liberate women through education and empower them to take their rightful
place in society. He first started a school St Imelda’s School for poor girls.

In 1913 he opened an orphanage for unwanted and unloved girls. Moved by the plight of
women and girls who were surrounded by evils like sati and the purdah system and were
denied education, he established Sophia Senior Secondary School specifically for girls in
Ajmer on May 16", 1919 and became its founder. With his love and compassion for the
oppressed and disadvantaged he opened many-primary schools and dispensaries in nearby
villages. He also encouraged the sisters to do the same and to serve these oppressed classes
with love and generosity.

Once on a visit to Jhabua on horseback, he suffered a massive heart attack and on April 4,
1930, he breathed his soul into the hands of his god with last words, “Jesus, | love you
without reserve, Amen. Alleluia.” His holy remains were brought to Ajmer and were laid to
rest in the cathedral of the Immaculate Conception., His great soul continues to live on in the
hearts of many and in his Mission Sisters of Ajmer.

-Mitakshara lain
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